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The Meaningful Participator

Notes from Nessa

As | write this, the Ohio Achievement Tests for this year are wrapping up. Students with disabilities
took these tests with their non-disabled peers, either with or without accommaodations, in record
numbers. Just a few years ago, before the implementation of the No Child Left Behind Act, there were
few mechanisms available to assist parents in determining whether their kids were meeting state
academic standards. Proponents of the tests feel they are a way to measure student achievement
based on performance. Opponents question whether or not singular tests are capable of capturing a
child’s achievement, especially in the critical area of socialization.

| don’t have the answers, but | do know one thing - creating an expectation that disabled children
achieve mastery of the same basic concepts as their non-disabled peers is admirable and offers a step
in the right direction.

Nessa G Segel, Bsq., Qpyright 2007
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Reauthorization of Individuals with Disabilties Educationlmprovement Act
Seeks to Align with No Child Left Behind

Though often criticized since
its enactment in 2002, the No Child
Left Behind Act (NCLB) was intended
to create accountability and progress
in education. Under NCLB, progress
is largely measured through stan-
dardized and achievement testing,
thus raising questions about how the
needs of children with disabilities are
considered in this process. As a
result, Congress recently reautho-
rized several provisions of the Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Education
Act, now renamed Individuals with
Disabilities Education Improvement
Act (IDEIA), in order to streamline
the objectives of the two acts.

In its reauthorization, IDEIA
was amended in the area of assess-
ments to align with the stipulations of

NCLB. IDEIA now requires that
students with disabilities must be
assessed in the areas of reading and
math annually during grades 3-8, and
at least once in high school as is
required under NCLB. Beginning with
the 2007-08 school year, students
must also be assessed in science at
least once during grades 3-5, 6-9 and
10-12. Additionally, students are
expected to be “proficient” in reading
and math by the 2013-2014 school
year.

All students must participate
fully in these proficiency assessments
at their individual grade levels,
however, appropriate accommoda-
tions and alternative assessments
must be provided if deemed neces-
sary. A few examples of appropriate

Nessa G. Siegel & Co. Welcome Andrea Valentino in New Position

Andrea began as a law clerk at Nessa G. Siegel Co., L.P.A in 2005. Since
then, she has been an invaluable asset to the firm reviewing and evaluating
IEPs, conducting legal research and writing, developing seminars, and
generally handling client claims under the supervision of practicing attor-
neys. Andrea grew up on the east side of Cleveland, and attended Miami
University where she received a bachelors degree in Elementary Education,
magna cum laude, and a masters in Reading Education. This past May, she
was awarded her J.D., magna cum laude, from Cleveland-Marshall College
of Law. Andrea brings educational expertise to her position, having served
as a teacher in a suburban Cincinnati school district for four years prior to
entering law school. Under No Child Left Behind, she is a highly qualified
teacher in the area of elementary education. We are thrilled to welcome
Andrea as full time employee this August!

accommodations include, but are
not limited to environmental
accommodations (use of a quiet
room or study carrel), scheduling
accommodations (tests given
only at specified time of day, over
several days, presenting the test
in a different order and/or
providing frequent breaks), and
presentation accommodations
(extra time, large print, sign
language, reading aloud, and
prompting attention). Non-
standard accommodations, those
considered so extensive that they
alter the test or testing situation
causing the test to be invalid, are
not allowed.

In addition to accommo-
dations, some students may
qualify to receive alternate
assessments. According to the
State of Ohio Operating Stan-
dards for the Education of Chil-
dren with Disabilities, alternate
assessments are typically pro-
vided for those students with “the
most significant cognitive dis-
abilities.” These students include
children whose cognitive abilities
and adaptive behaviors prevent
them from attaining grade-level
proficiency, and who primarily
receive a functional curriculum

continued on page 3



Keith’'s Corner

Keith Paskoff, Nessa’s first cousin, who suffered from Cerebral Palsy and cognitive delay passed away in
2003. The stories featured here are submitted by families who want to share their experiences and dedi-
cate them to Keith's memory and his parents’ unending effort to help him live his life was as fully and
.completely as possible.

The B essing and Mracl e of Mario

Fromthe first nonent | held each of ny childreninny arns, | felt a cl oseness, a bond of
| ove beyond words. M heart throbbed, and | felt anindefinabl e and i nt ense cl oseness t hat was so
anesone and uni que. | toldnysel f, “Thisisthe best day of nylife, onethat | wll cherishtill the
end of tine.”

Aoril 4, 2006, isadayinour fanmly history that wll never be forgotten, the day Mrio was
di agnosed wth autism M husband, Hias, and| wll never ever forget it for aslongaswelive. To
say that we felt asif wewere hit wth the heavi est, nost i ntense bonb woul d be an under st at e-
nent. Ve thought that we had hit rock bottom that our |ives were nolonger worthliving, until we
realizedthat it was actual | y t he conpl et e opposite.

Ve were act ual | y one of the | ucki est fanmlies around, for God had chosen us to be the par-
ents of our precious angel, Mirio. Besides Mrrio, we have two ot her bl essings i n Habi b and Cel i ne
that conpl ete our lives. Qur three angel s renind us every norning that lifeis so special and pre-
cious, as is each of themin his or her own way.

Wt hout a doubt our |ives have changed forever and w || never bethe sane. | can't tell you
how nany peopl e have nmade apol ogetic comments to ne as i f we had been struck with a huge
disaster of sone sort. Toany andall familiesthat are or wll be affected by auti smas we are, | ask
you from the bottomof ny heart not todespair. Donot thinkit istheendof theworld, or that you
are nowconsi dered to be the parent of achildwithadisability. Today | amone hundred-fol dthe
not her that | was before Mari o' s diagnosis. M special, beautiful, little person has taught ne nore
about lifethan!| coul d have ever acquiredinall nylivingyears. He nakes ne | ook at everythingin
lifefromadifferent perspective. H's brought out patience and understandinginnethat | never
knew exi st ed.

M/ husband and | have been chosen by God t o wal k besi de Mari o0 on a path t hat may have
nor e obst acl es than snooth sai ling, but | wake up every norni ng and t hank hi mfor believingin us,
and for nmaki ng us worthy of such a bl essing. Yes, ablessing. Vé have never and will never | ook at
Mari o as a chal l enge. Onthe other hand, we have risento the chal | enge of bei ng t he nost | ovi ng,
nurturing and adoring parents we can be. Qur son brings out the best inus. He has taught us not
totakeanythinginlifefor granted, totake advant age of every nonent toget her and cherishlife for
what we nake of it.

Toparents of autisticchildrenl say, keepfaith. Autismis not ajourney we choose, rather it
isajourney that chooses us. Hght for your child. @ ve your childthe utnost of any and al | oppor -
tunities out thereto naxi nize his potential and al | owhi mto be the very best that he can be. As
| ovi ng and supportive parents, we have choicesinlife. Theonly choicel wll ever all ownyself to
nake for ny Mrrioand all the Mrios out there, istobehisrock, just as heis ny shiningstar, ny
nmracle, ny gift fromabove. Aways renenber that it i s NOI about “us,” but about our children
that are affected wth the di sorder.

Thank you God for loving ne, believinginne, andtrustinginneenoughthat |, wthny
| ovi ng husband and t he i nnocent | ove of our preci ous Habi b and Cel i ne, under your gui dance al one,
w Il nake the very best of every day that isyet tocone. Véw !l conquer theworldfor Mirio.

Yes, all isattainabl e but only through |l ove ...
Love,
d aude E Akouri aka “CoCo

IDEIA and NCLB

Intersect
continued from page 1

designed to achieve life skills.
Other amendments
emphasize high-quality, intensive
pre-service preparation and
professional development by
mandating teachers be qualified in
the use of scientifically-based
instructional practices. Like
NCLB, the IDEIA also requires
teachers of core academic subject
area to be “highly qualified,”
meaning a public school teacher
must hold a bachelor’s degree,
hold full state certification and
demonstrate subject-matter
competency. General educators
meeting the highly qualified
standard in their subject area may
also teach special education
students in their general educa-
tion classes without being certi-
fied in special education. Highly
qualified special education
teachers must have full certifica-
tion in special education or must
have passed a special education
licensing exam and have a license
to teach as a special education
teacher. Licenses and/or certifi-
cation requirements that have
been granted on an emergency,

temporary or provisional basis are
not valid.

Additionally, special
education teachers teaching in
grades 7-12 must also have subject-
matter competency for each core
academic subject he/she teaches,
including special education teach-
ers that are in a team-teaching, co-
teaching, collaborative or resource
situation. Special Educators that
do not directly instruct, but pro-
vide behavioral interventions or
consultation do not need to have
subject-matter competency.
Finally, a special educator teaching
core academic subjects exclusively
to students who are given alternate
assessment may meet highly
qualified standards by either (1)
meeting subject-matter compe-
tency, or (2) have subject-matter
knowledge appropriate to the level
of instruction being provided.

Paraprofessionals must
also be highly qualified. Parapro-
fessionals are distinguished from
an aide or attendant by their ability
to provide instructional support.
At all times, a paraprofessional
must act under the direct supervi-
sion of a teacher. Paraprofes-
sional duties may include: provid-
ing one-on-one tutoring when the
student is not otherwise receiving
instruction from a teacher; provid-
ing instructional support services

This newsletter is for informational purposes only
and does not constitute legal advice or representation.
Anyone needing legal advice should contact the attorney of
his or her choice.

under the direction of a teacher;
and assisting with classroom man-
agement such as organizing materi-
als. Solely providing personal care
services and no instructional
support does not qualify a person as
a paraprofessional, so such a person
does not need to be highly qualified.
To be a highly qualified paraprofes-
sional, one must have completed at
least two years at an institution of
higher education; obtained an
associate’s degree or higher; met a
rigorous standard of quality; and
demonstrated, through state or
local assessment, the knowledge
and ability to assist in instructing,
reading readiness, writing readiness
and mathematics readiness as
appropriate.

Despite the controversy
surrounding NCLB, one of its
objectives is to require schools to
focus more attention on tradition-
ally under-served populations,
including children with special
needs. In doing so, NCLB has
helped raise the standards of special
education under the IDEIA’s
reauthorization as well. By way of
these amendments, IDEIA aligns
many of its provisions with NCLB,
providing consistency between the
two laws in efforts to create ac-
countability in education and
ensure children with disabilities are
being appropriately served.
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